Hirudin in haemodialysis.
The usability of recombinant hirudin as anticoagulant agent in haemodialysis was studied in nephrectomized dogs. To this end, we examined the capability of recombinant hirudin to penetrate the membranes of different capillary dialyzers used. Furthermore we investigated the pharmacokinetic behaviour of recombinant hirudin in nephrectomized dogs as well as its capability to prevent the activation of the clotting system and fibrin deposition during haemodialysis. The present results evidence the efficiency of recombinant hirudin in preventing thrombus formation in experimental haemodialysis and hence its suitability as anticoagulant in such extracorporeal circulation.